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Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: General Update 

Report by Broads Projects Coordinator 

	Summary:
This report provides an update on the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project including the works scheduled and works at the design, pre-application stage and construction phase.  


1
Background

1.1
This report briefs members on navigation issues relating to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project (BFAP). 

2
Schedule

2.1
The forecast and progress on major improvement schemes works is shown on Table 1.          

3
Piling Removal Trial – Compartments 11 and 35 River Yare

3.1
As reported to the Navigation Committee meeting on 23 October officers have been in discussion with BESL regarding the ongoing erosion monitoring of the piling removal trial sites.  At that meeting members advice to officers was that full channel width hydrographic surveys should be carried out to enable a proper assessment of the level of sediment deposition in the navigation envelope on the lower Yare. Officers have recently held productive meetings with BESL to discuss the ongoing erosion monitoring methodology and BESL has confirmed that it will carry out full channel width surveys and provide the results to the Authority for joint assessment.  
4
Piling Removal River Chet – Compartments 21 and 22 

4.1
Planning permission (part retrospective) was granted by the Authority on 7 November for piling removal works on the River Chet.  Prior to the granting of planning permission for the works officers met with BESL to agree an erosion monitoring protocol and intervention criteria for the provision of dredging and erosion protection.  The protocol sets out the frequency of the surveys that will be undertaken and includes a commitment from BESL to carry out full channel width hydrographic surveys.  A condition was placed on the planning permission requiring BESL to comply with the submitted protocol. Officers will also be undertaking a site inspection with BESL prior to the removal of any piling to agree the frequency of the channel markers needed to define the navigation channel prior to the establishment of a natural edge.  
 5
Piling Removal Rivers Ant and Bure – Compartment 5
5.1      Planning permission was also granted by the Authority on 7 November for piling removal on the Rivers Ant and Bure in Compartment 5.  The same erosion monitoring protocol will be applied to these works and a condition was placed on the planning permission requiring BESL to comply with the submitted protocol.
5.2
Officers also carried out a site inspection with BESL to agree the frequency of the channel markers that will be required to define the navigation channel prior to the establishment of a natural edge.  Channel markers have been installed behind the line of the piles so after bank reprofiling there will be an increase in channel width.  Officers from BESL have also indicated that further increases in channel width may also be achievable as reprofiling works progress.
6
Resubmission of Planning Application for Compartment 17 – Postwick Marshes
6.1
BESL has resubmitted a planning application for flood defence works with an accompanying “Appropriate Assessment” under Regulation 48 of The Conservation (Natural Habitats &) Regulations 1994 (the “Habitat Regulations”).  The previous application was withdrawn by BESL in 2007 as Natural England informed the Authority that there was a need to undertake an “Appropriate Assessment” to assess how the proposed flood defence scheme could impact on the water levels in the Yare Broads and Marshes SSSI.
6.2
The “Appropriate Assessment” is now being considered and if it is concluded that the proposed scheme will have no adverse impacts on the designated sites the application will in all likelihood be considered by the Planning Committee in 2009.
6.3
A detailed report on the original application was considered by the Navigation Committee before Natural England requested the Appropriate Assessment.  There are only minor changes to the proposed works in the resubmitted application and officers consider that the proposed works will not adversely affect the Navigation.  The majority of the proposed works are for online strengthening of the floodbank with some crest piling and small amounts of erosion protection.  Officers therefore propose to require the detailed specification of the erosion protection to be conditioned as in other compartments.
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Table 1 – Progress on Major Improvement Schemes

Table 1 Progress on major improvement schemes

	Compartment and sites 
	Public Consultation Leaflet
	Planning Application Forecast
	Commence Works (anticipated)
	Comments

	10 Stokesby North Denes Bure
	16 Nov 06
	1 Feb 07
	May 07
	Largely complete.  Channel markers to be installed winter 2008 near gabion mattress erosion protection.

	12 Limpenhoe Marshes Yare
	16 Feb 07
	19 June 07
	April 08
	Site works in progress.  Brick kiln discovered near Reedham Ferry.

	13 Cantley Beet Factory Yare
	16 Feb 07
	To be informed
	To be informed
	Proposed works are primarily repairs to existing concrete floodwall plus 140m of bank strengthening.  Partnership project to provide staithe enhancements including slipway progressing with BESL/BA/Parish Council.  Parish to submit planning application for scheme.  Awaiting determination of external funding application.

	17 Postwick Marshes Yare
	18 May 07
	26 Nov 08
	2009
	Planning application resubmitted with Appropriate Assessment. No adverse impacts on navigation.

	11 Acle – Great Yarmouth Bure
	18 July 07
	3 Dec 07
	March 08
	Repiling at Stracey Arms will be taking place winter 2008.

	6 Potter Heigham – urgent works
	April 08
	30 May 08
	Summer 08
	Removal of concrete wall and replacement with earth bank. Existing wall rotating.

	6 Womack to Potter Heigham – Thurne
	Dec 08
	2009
	2009
	Initial discussions underway.

	6a Hickling, Horsey Martham Thurne
	August 08
	Dec 08
	2009
	Officer Group site meeting took place on 30 September.  Issues discussed included footpath realignment and solutions for Waxham Cut.

	7 Thurne – West Somerton Thurne
	Jan 08
	Dec 08
	2009
	Likely resubmission of planning application Dec 08.

	37 Fishley Marshes Bure
	Nov 07
	Feb 08
	2009
	Planning Permission granted 12 Sept 08.  Agreement reached on topboard replacement for Horizoncraft mooring and piling upstream of NRSC.

	4 Clayrack Marshes Ant
	May 08
	2008
	2008
	Planning permission granted.  Tree clearance in progress.  Site meeting to agree edge of navigation channel after installation of erosion protection took place on 31 Oct.

	29 & 30 Oulton, Blundeston and Flixton Marshes Waveney
	July 08
	Nov 08
	2009
	Planning application submitted.  Potential enhancement projects include path improvements additional mooring and angling access.

	25a Phase 2 Geldeston Marshes Waveney
	
	
	
	Initial discussions underway.

	28 Phase 2 Peto’s Marsh Waveney
	December 08
	2009
	2009
	Likely to proceed on the basis of setting back the bank to the base of Peto’s Marsh. 
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